
The Wife’s Rights; The Husband’s Obligations: 

Because the Qur’an and the Sunnah of the Prophet, peace and blessings be upon 

him, have commanded kindness to women, it is the husband’s duty to: 

1- Consort with his wife in an equitable and kind manner. Allah Almighty says, “… 

and consort with them in kindness.” (An-Nisa': 19) 

 

2- Have responsibility for the full maintenance of the wife, a duty which he must 

discharge cheerfully, without reproach, injury, or condescendence. Allah Almighty 

says: “Let him who has abundance spend of his abundance, and he whose 

provision is measured, let him spend of that which Allah has given him. Allah 

asks naught of any soul save that which He has given it. Allah will vouchsafe, 

after hardship, ease.” (At-Talaq: 7) 

 

 

Components of Maintenance: 

Maintenance entails the wife’s incontestable right to lodging, clothing, nourishing, 

and general care and well-being. 

1-The wife’s residence must be adequate so as to provide her with the reasonable 

level of privacy, comfort, and independence. The welfare of the wife and the stability 

of the marriage should be the ultimate goal. 

2-What is true of the residence is true of clothing, food, and general care. The wife 

has the right to be clothed, fed, and cared for by the husband, in accordance with his 

means and her style of life. These rights are to be exercised without extravagance or 

miserliness. 

 

Non-Material Rights: 

A husband is commanded by the law of God to: 

1- Treat his wife with equity. 

2- Respect her feelings, and to show her kindness and consideration. 

3- Not to show his wife any aversion or to subject her to suspense or uncertainty. 

4- Not to keep his wife with the intention of inflicting harm on her or hindering her 

freedom. 

5- Let her demand freedom from the marital bond, if he has no love or sympathy for 

her. 



The Wife’s Obligations; The Husband’s Rights: 

The main obligation of the wife as a partner in a marital relationship is to contribute 

to the success and blissfulness of the marriage as much as possible. She must be 

attentive to the comfort and well-being of her mate. She may neither offend him nor 

hurt his feelings. Perhaps nothing can illustrate the point better than the Qur’anic 

statement which describes the righteous people as those who pray saying: “Our 

Lord! Grant unto us wives and offspring who will be the joy and the comfort of 

our eyes, and guide us to be models of righteousness.” (Al-Furqan: 74) 

 

This is the basis on which all the wife’s obligations rest and from which they flow. To 

fulfill this basic obligation: 

 

1- The wife must be faithful, trustworthy, and honest. 

2- She must not deceive her mate by deliberately avoiding conception lest it deprive 

him of legitimate progeny. 

3- She must not allow any other person to have access to that which is exclusively 

the husband’s right, i.e. sexual intimacy. 

4-She must not receive anyone in his home whom the husband does not like. 

5-She may not accept their gifts without his approval. This is probably meant to avoid 

jealousy, suspicion, gossip, etc., and also to maintain the integrity of all parties 

concerned. 

6- The husband’s possessions are her trust. If she has access to any portion thereof, 

or if she is entrusted with any fund, she must discharge her duty wisely and thriftily. 

She may not lend or dispose of any of his belongings without his permission. 

7- With respect to intimacy, the wife is to make herself desirable; to be attractive, 

responsive, and cooperative. 

8- A wife may not deny herself to her husband, for the Qur’an speaks of them as a 

comfort to each other. Due consideration is, of course, given to health and decency.” 

 


